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his apostacy; yet itis not reasonable in respect to such poor, weak 
and depraved creatures as they are. They think, that this is re- 
quiring more than they are able to do, in their present imperfect 
state. Men ought not to re quire more of one another than tiey 
are able to perform. If aprince requires more of bis subjects 
than they are abie to perform, they have reason to complain. If 
a master require more of his servant than he is able to perform, 
he has reason to complam. So, if God requires more of his 
creatures than they are able to perform, they have reason to com- 
plain. Upon this ground, the sinners in Ezekiel’s day complained 
of God, that his way was not equal, because he required them to 
put away their transgressions and make them a new heart and a 
new spirit. The slothfvl servant made the same complaint for 
the same cause. He alleged that his master was a hard and 
austere man, because he required him to act from a higher princi- 
ciple than selfishness, which was the reigning disposition of bis 
heart. And siuners now complain of God, because he requires 
them to act from that supreme love to him, which they do not 
possess. 

They think that God abuses them, by representing them to 
be worse thanthey really are. He has drawn their characters very 
fully and plainly in his word. He represents them not only as 
having no goodness, but as totally sinful. He represents them as 
unwise, unholy, unjust, unrighteous, ungodly; that is, as totally 
destitute of true wisdom, true holiness, true justice, true righteous- 
ness, and true godliness. He tells them, “1 know you, that ye 
have not the love of God in you.” This they think looks hard 
For they imagine they have some reat goodness, though they are 
not so good as they own they ought to be. And many of them 
think they have a great deal of goodne ss. The Pharisees thought 
they were the best men in the world. They trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and despised others. Paul viewed him- 
self inthis light before he had the least spark of goodness. The 
amiable young man thought he had kept all the commands of God, 
while he bad never obeyed him in a single instance. And there are 
thousands under the light of the gospel, who are totally destitute 
of goodness, and yet imagine they are very good. And the very 
worst of men imagine , that they have amiable traits in their char- 
aeter, and are far from being absolute ‘ly devoid of real goodness 
It is, therefore, the united opinion of sinners, that God has re pre- 
sented them more destitute of goodness, than they really are; 
which they think is reproachful and injurious to them. But God 
has gone further than this, in drawing the character of sinners. 
He has represented them as positively and totally wicked. gt 
says, that their hearts are full of evil; that they are fully set in 
them to do evil; that they drink iniquity like water; that th e 
whole head is sick, and their whole heart faint: that there is no 
soundness in them, but from the crown of the head to the sole « 
the foot, they are full of wounds, bruises, 
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that they are hateful and hating one another; that there is none 
righteous, no, not one; that they are all gone out of the way, and 
together become unprofitable; that their throat is an open sepul- 
chre, with their tongues they use deceit; the poison of asps is un- 
der their lips, their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness, their 
feet are swift to shed blood, destruction and misery are in their 
way, and the way of peace have they not known, and there is no 
fear of God before their eyes. He calls them serpents, a gene- 
ration of vipers, and even the children of the devil. He repre- 
sents them as no less inimical to himself, than to one another. He 
says they have a carnal mind, which is enmity against him, not 
subject to his law, neither indeed can be. He represents them 
as saying unto him: Depart from us, for we desire not the knowl- 
edge of thy ways, as casting his laws behind their backs, and de- 
claring, that he should not reign overthem.. We cannot conceive, 
that any stronger expressions could have been used, to describe 
the vile and odious character of sinners. And this character 
God gives to all sinners, without a single exception. This allsin- 
ners think is a reproach. ‘hey cannot bear to be so stigmatized. 
‘They complained of Christ, who gave them this character, as re- 
proaching them. ‘‘Master, thus saying, thou reproachest us also.” 

3. Sinners think, that God has reproached them, by threaten- 
ing to punish them so severely in his word. He has threatened 
to shut them out of heaven, and separate them from saints and 
angels, and banish them to the regions of darkness, to have their 
portion with unclean spirits, the most odious, vile, and malignant 
beings in the universe. And he has threatened to confine them in 
that wretched and forlorn state forever. ‘This punishment appears 
to them greater than they deserve, greater than they can bear, 
and greater than a good and just God can reasonably inflict. If 
they deserve any punishment, they cannot see the propriety of 
suffering such an odious, ignominious, painful and never-ending 
punishment. ‘They have often complained of the divine threaten- 
ings, and often endeavored to explain them away. Volumes and 
volumes have been written against the eternity of hell-torments, 
which have served to develope the feelings of sinners, and demon- 
strate, that they have looked upon the word of the Lord, as a re- 
proach. And though many have neither spoken nor written 
against what God has threatened in his word against the finally 
impenitent, yet they have all felt the same objections against it, 
and been disposed to view God as too severe in, denouncing his ev- 
erlasting wrath against the transgressors of his Jaw, which both 
requires and threatens too much. 

I now proceed to show, 

If. Why sinners think God has reproached and abused them 
by what he has said to them and of them in his word. ‘This is 
owing to several causes. And, 


1. It is partly owing to their having too low an opinion of God 
The corruption of their hearts blinds their understanding, and 
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have, to represent those very persons as worse than they are, in 
his word, whom he treats infinitely better in his providence, than 
they deserve? Though God hates their character, yet he loves 
their persons. Though he regards their happiness according to 
its worth, yet he regards the good of the universe more, which is 
infinitely more valuable. God never has abused sinners, and 
never intends to abuse them; though he intends to treat them as 
he has threatened to treat them. The perfection of God’s cha 
acter as well as the rectitude of his conduct, is a demonstration, 
that sinners have no reason to think that he has abused them, by 
any thing that he has said in his word respecting them. But, 

2. This is still more evident from the confession of many of his 
most bitter enemies. Manassah justified God and humbled himself 
before him. Job gave up his objections to the divine conduct, and 
abased himself before God. David accepted the punishment ol 
his iniquity, and pleaded his unworthiness as a motive to forgive- 
ness. ‘The publican and prodiga! son, both confessed their guilt, 
and threw themselves upon divine mercy. ‘The malefactor on the 
cross, acknowledged that he o d to perish forever. Paul, 
who had such a good opinion of himself, altered his opinion, and 
approved of the very law that tie atened him with everlasting pun- 
ishment. He said sincerely, ‘‘ The law is holy, and the com- 
mandment is holy, and just and good.”? And ail {rue penitents 
from Adam to this day, have justified God, and condemned them- 
selves. They have all | yeen sensible, that God’s re quirements 
are just, his representations of them are just, and his threatenings 
are just. For they have seen God and themselves in a trve light 
- hey have found the smselves to be what God has re pre sented them 
to be, and to deserve what God has threatened to inflict upon 
them. Now, this is the strongest evidence that they can give, 
that impenitent sinners have no just ground to comp! rin of what 
God has said in his word. When those who have complained, and 
complained the loudest, give up their complaints, it is a clear and 
striking evidence, that no sinners have any good reason to find 
fault with God. F 


HEADS OF IMPROVEMENT 


If sinners think that God reproaches and abuses them in his 
word; then it is easy for ministers to preach so as to please them 
{f they will only take the side of sinners against Go d, and ex- 


plain away those things, which they call a reproach, they will love 
to hear such preachers and such preaching. Let pre ‘achers preach 
against total depravity—against the oblization of the divine law 
—and against eternal punishment; and all sinners will be plea 
ed—if they only preach plausibly. It has been tried—and is trying 
2. If sinners think that God reproaches them in his word; then n 
it is impossible to preach his word truly, without displeasing them: 
‘They hate the whole Bible rightly unde rstood Though they com- 


plain of only parts; yet they hate the whole—hate what God 
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says to saints, as well as what he says to them. Hence God 
says, “‘ his word is a reproach to them,—they take no delight in 
it.” ‘The prophets could not preach without displ asing. Christ 
could not. The apostles could not. 

3. If sinners think the word of God reproaches them; then it is 
a trying thing to preach the truth plainly—it must displease. 

4. If sinners think that the word of God reproaches them; then 
they always hear it with prejudice—all classes do—they wish to 
misunderstand it. 

o. If sinners think that the word of God is a reproach to them; 
then the more clearly they understand it, the more sensibly they 
will hate it—proves so under awakenings and convictions. j 

6. [f sinners do think without any reason, that the word of God 
reproaches them, then they must alter their opinion, before they 
can embrace the gospel. 

7. Lt ail sinners think that the word of God reproaches them; 
then real saints may know that they are so. ‘They have altered 
their opizion with respect to the whole word of God—not in one 
respect only, 

8. Sinners stand upon poor ground. Their foundation may be 
shaken. 


9. It is the duty of ministers to shake it SENEX 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST WITH HIS CHURCHES. 

The apostle John was bashed for his attachment to Christ afd 
his case, to Patmos, a little island in the Egean sea, of about 
thirty-five miles compass. While he was in this solitary situation, 
he had a wonderful vision of Christ, and of his ministers and 
churches, which he relates in the following manner: ‘ I was in the 
spirit en the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a great voice as 
of a trumpet, saying, Iam Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last; and what thou seest write in a book, and send it unto the sev- 
en churches which are in Asia; and I turned to see the voice that 
spake with me: and being turned, ] saw seven golden candlesticks; 
and in the midst of the seven candlesticks, one like unto the Son 
of man, clothed with a garment down to the feet, and girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle. His head and his hairs were 
white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame 
of fire; and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. And he had 
in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp 
sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 
And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his 
right hand upow me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and 
the last; Lam he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am 
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ples, enables him to know whatever passes among them; accord- 
ingly he says to the church of Ephesus, “ 1 know thy works:’ 


and to the church of Sinyrna, ‘* | know thy works;”? and to th 
church of Pergamos, ** 1 kn hy rks;”? and to tl 

Thyatira, ** 1 know thy works;” and to the eh f Sardis, and 
to the church of Philadelphia, and to the ch of rodicea, ** J 


know thy works.’’ And he can now s:; : ne of all the 


ne ¢ h reh 


churches on earth, for the same reason continua 


walks in the midst of all his golden candlesticks. Ihe divinity 


his person demonstrates the universality of his presence with all 


churche s thro rh the. world 


2. Christ has promised to be with his churches, before he left 
the earth. He made this public declaration to his followers: 
** Where two or three are gathered together 
anr Lin the midst of them.” After Chist was ris 
and about to ascend bodily into heaven, be diy 
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er fail. He will always be present with each and all his friends 

3. We may be assured, that Christ is always with bis church- 
es, because he lovesto be with them. He loved them before the 
foundation of the world; they were the joy set before him, which 
moved him to come into the world, and take upon him human na- 
ture, and tu suffer the shame aid the pains of the cross. In them 
he sees the travail of his soul, and is satisfied. He loves them 
with a sincere, ardent, constant, and unabating affection. While 
he taberuacled in the flesh, be ‘oved to be with his disciples. He 
satd, he would not call them servants, but friends. And when he 
was just going to withdraw his dodily presence from them, it is said, 
that having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them 
unto the end. He is now as intimately connected with his sincere 
followers as the vine is connected with its branches, or the head with 
its members. Of allcreated objects, real saints lie the nearest to 
his heart, and have the largest share of his affections. He told his 
primitive ministers, that he should consider every injury done to 
them as done to himself. ‘* He that heareth you, heareth me; and 
he that despiseth you, despiseth me.’’ And he considered Saul’s per- 
secuting his disciples and followers, as the same as persecuting bim- 
self. Accordingly, when he met him going to Damascus, he com- 
plained of a personal injury, ‘* Saul, Saul, why persecatest thou 
me?”? He is as heartily attached to the sincere members of his 
church now, as he wasthen. And he is as heartily attached to ope 
true church, as toanother, Hence he delights to watk in the miust 
of all his churches, in every part of the world. He never leaves not 
forsakes a single friend of his on the face of the earth. And since 
he is able to be” present with all, has promised to be present with 
all, and delights to be present with all; we may be sure he is al- 
ways present with all. The church have sometimes been ready to 
complain of the Redeemer for forgetting and forsaking them, 
though without any just cause. “ But Zion said, the Lord hath 
forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.’”?’ The Redeemer 
replies by his evangelical prophet, *‘ Can a woman forget her suck- 
ing child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet I will not forget thee. Behold, I 
have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are con- 
tinually before me.”” The love of Christ to his dffiversal church 
constrains him to be perpegpally inthe midst efit. Itis his garden, 
in which he delights to watk, the place where his dearest friends 
are; apd he would sooner with@faw his special presence from any 
quart@Paf the universe, than to withdraw it from his church mili- 
tant. where he sees his redeemed ones surrounded by ten thousand 

eimies, who lie in wait to deceive and to destroy He will never 
withdraw his presence from those, whom he can never cease to 


rm. ’ 
Tb De conc ded 
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From Miller’s Letters. 
UNITARIANISM AND INFIDELITY, 


lt is not an uncommon thing for Unitarians to boast, that a- 
vowed Deists, on hearing, or reading the discourses of their dis- 
tinguished preachers, have greatly admired them; and declared, 
that if the system exhibited in them were Christianity, they had 
no longer any difficulty in taking the name of Christian. 1 have 
been credibly informed of repeated instances of this kind in refer- 
ence to the Rev. Mr. Channing’s sermon, preached and published 
in Baliimore. Unitarians consider this fact as a most potent ar- 
gument tn favor of their creed; as an argument that is so ra- 
tional, and so strongly commends itself to common sense, that even 
infidels bow to its autho rity. But is it not a much more direct 
and powerful proof of s ymething very different; viz. that Unitari- 
anism and infidelity are so closely allie d, that he who embraces 
the one, has really no good reason for ‘objecting to the other? 
This, I have no doubt, is the real ground of the fact in question 
And, indeed, how can it be otherwise? The prevalent system of 
U niterianiom at the present day, not only makes Christ a mere 
man, and discards the whole doctrine of Redemption; but also, as 
you have seen, re jee a the inspiration of the scriptures; and, in short 
presents a system reduced so nearly to a level with the De istical 
scheme, and allows so much latitude for belief and fee ling, with re- 
gard to what is left, that the Deist must be fastidious indeed, who 
would feel much repugnance to joining in communion with a Unita- 
rian society. Dr. Priestly seems to have been very much of this 
opinion: for, in writing to a Unitarian friend, concerning a gen- 
tleman who had been commonly reputed a Deist, he observes— 
‘He is generally considered as an unbeliever: 1F sO; HOWEVER, HE 
CANNOT BE FAR FROM Us; and I hope in the way to be not only 
almost, but altogether what we are.”* Mr. Belsham, according 
to a representation given in a former letter, explicitly acknowledges 
that Unitarianism does not difl r, In any important ere se- 
rious Deisw; and in another place, does not hesitate to avow, that 
he would much rather embrace Deism than Orthodoxy. 

So Infidels themselves view the matter. They have little ob- 
jection to the* prevalent forms of Unitarianism; not because they 
are willing to approximate to real Christianity, but because they 
see something, under the name of ¢ ‘bristianity, NEARLY APPROACH- 
ING TOTHEM. ‘The Editors of the French Eucyclopedia, wader 
the article, Geneva, express themselves thus Many ministers of 
Geneva have no other religion than complete Socinianism, reject- 


ng all they call mystery, and supposing it to be the first principle 
if true religion to propose nothing for belief contrary to reason 
Thus when we press them on the necessily of Revelation, a position 


*See History of American Unitariar 
tReview of Wilberforce 
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change of opinion, ‘They have alleged, that, in such places of 
pi ble worship, t y iom or never heard any thing that wound- 
) their principles, and that they 
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souls to their eternal undoing, by adopting unscriptural measures 
or those unfitted to the character and education and habits of our 
people. I want light in this matter, and I know many others 
who want it too. Is it owing to our coldness and unbelief, or have 
we reason to hesitate, and inquire, and pray for direction? 

It will be admitted, that these measures have not heretofore been 
oo sd in New-England, in the Congregational churches, though 

they have prevailed among the Methodists and Free Will Bap- 
tists. Our most judicious, able, devoted and successful ministers 
have not adopted them, unless to a very limited extent. They 
have not, for instance, regarded a constant attendance on relig- 
ious meetings for several days in succession, as desirable; and five 
or six public exercises in a day for three or four days and eve- 
nings, are almost one continued, uninterrupted meeting. These 
meetings are attended with almost every circumstance which can 
excite emotion, enlist the sympathies of the heare rs, and affect the 
passions. My fears are, that time and opportunity are wanting, 
for them to search the heart. to review the life, to peruse the Bi- 
ble, to pray in secret, to collect the thouglits on this most solemn 
and important of all topics, to know what manner of spirit they 
are of, and to form their resolutions for eternity in that deliberate 
manner they ought. In any circumstances, the time of a revival is 
a most critical period with awakened sinners; and there are ten 
thousand tendencies to hasty conclusions and false hopes. Under 
these circumstances, must not those tendencies be multiplied ? 

Is it judicious to call upon anxious sinners to manife sl their de- 
terminations publicly, by rising, by taking an ‘‘ anxious seat,” or 
in any other manner, so as to pl d ge themselves to repent anfl seek 
the salvation of their souls? My difficulty is, that many will be 
like to do this, under the excitement of the occasion, in a state of 
mind far froin composed and deliberate; while they are very igno- 
rant of their motives, and ignorant of the real purport of the ple dge 
they give. Reme bering the deceitfulness of the human heart, 
and viewing the natural operation of the predisposing causes, } 
should expect those to be most ready to promise who would prove 
the last to fulfil. I should expect a great many cases, that would 
wring the hearts of ministers and Christian friends with future dis- 
appointment. I should expect the most precious and durable fruits 
from those who formed their resolutions to come over on the Lord’s 
side, in a more retired and trembling manner. 

I know that some denominations have long had the habit of pro- 
nouncing favorably on the cases of anxious sinners as soon as they 
obtain peace; also of proclaiming them on the spot, and publish- 
ing them abroad. I have not doubted too, that there were real 
conversions among them. But I have always supposed the fact to 
be well understood, that a large proportion of converts thus en- 
couraged and announced, have “fallen away;” and that in the 
Congregational churches, the practice was generally regarded as 
highly injurious to the eventual progress of religion I should 
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therefore be grieved, as at present advised, to find a similar prac- 
tice introduced among us. It appears to me full early enough to 
‘number the people,” after they have had at least a few weeks 
to ascertain the nature of their ‘change aud give evidence to oth- 
ers.’ 


INTELLIGENCE. 


RELIGIOUS. 

Rising Army of the Beast.—The increase of Papists in the 
United States is beyond the ne of those who have not attended 
to this subject. ‘They count from 35,000 to 40,000 in the city of 
New-York.. They are ee ‘the most numerous denomination 
in Philadelphia; that is to say, they have twelve distinct and 
crowded congregations every Sabbath, and four large chapels 
That is, the twelve officiating priests say mass twelve times, three 
times in each chapel, and to three distingt congregations, who suc- 
ceed each other, morning, afternoon, and evening; and they are 
building two new chapels. The C atholics are in the habit of dis- 
tributing some 20,000 or 30,000 rehgious papers weekly. They 
have the Jesuit, of Boston; a paper at Hartford, Ct., The Truth 
Teller, of this city; the Melropolitan, of Baltimore, and the Cath- 
olve Miscellany of Charleston. They have also papers in the west. 
In a word, I have now before me letters from Boston—all over the 


United States—-to New Orleans and St. Lewis, stating the as- 
tonishing pains, zeal, activity and success of the Jesuits, in making 
converts to the Roman superstition. And I am warranted to say, 
that if they increase in the same proportion for the next fifty years, 
the population of these states being, say 60,000,000, the Roman 
Catholics will have a majority in the west.—Protestant. 


The following information, just received, is a striking comment 
on the above; and shows that, as “the army of the Beast i is rising,’ 
so his spirit is reviving, in a manner truly appalling to all the friends 
of freedom, order and r: ligton:— 

** A large and respectable meeting of Protestants in Philadel- 
phia, assembled to celebrate the 12th of July, it being the 141st 
anniversary of freedom from Popery and oppression. After an ap- 
propriate Address and Sermon, they formed a procession, and were 
proceeding in an orderly manner to the Hall in which a dinner had 
been prepared; when they were assailed by a mob of Papisis, 
amounting to hundreds, uttering taunts and menaces, and throw- 
ing stones and brick-bats; which prevented many of the procession 
from entering the Hall: and those who did, were still more furi- 
ously attacked on their return, and some of them much bruised; 
who in their own defence, laid many of their assailants prostrate 
The whole scene was most riotous, and a shameles and daring out- 
rage upon religious freedom, as well as a bold contempt of the 
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laws of the land We have not heard that any lives were lost 


Several of the ringleaders are in custody. 
MORAL. 

1 good example.—Eight clergymen of the city of Albany 
aces. of worship th 


preach 

S8bba 
same subject the ensuing Sabbath 
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Jl 


a sermon in their respective | 


th, on intemperence, and two others are to preach on 


that Mr Graham has lately given an abbreviat 


cours 
he 


riends, 


tures, Six in number, tn that plac , with great success 


‘es were d vered nthe meeting b se of the Hicksite 
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yr the largest inthe village, and it was throng ry Presbyte- 

Vethodists, Fri . and many other sects, with- 

who seemed tol t al visions and antipathies, 
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Errata.—- ag : } rnearh ‘ reatiy, 

Page 185 , for Sunr psari read Sublapsarian. 
FELD SCOR I TS ELS TT LT I ET 3 A 
PHEOLOGICSL WORKS 

Pauey’s Narvrat Turorocy, illustrated by the Pp « and 
sesection from the notes of Jumes Paxton, with . dditional notes, orig 

and selected —New edition 

Warson’s THEOLOGICAL INsTITUTES, 
doctrines, morals and institations of Christianity, 

Stereotype edition 

In addition.to the above may be found a very 

Theological and other books at CORY 


AN ESSAY ON THE STATE OF INFANTS, by Rey. Alvan Hyde 
D., D. Price 10 cents. For sale by HUTCHENS & SLILYPARD 





